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along the larger rivers, the Gato being a good deal smaller 
than the river one crosses to get from it to the town. 

In addition to the three Woodpeckers I have mentioned, I 
also saw on two occasions another species, apparently rather 
smaller than Chrysoptilus cristatus, but marked with large 
patches of black and white. I also noticed very large Storks 
with white breasts and black wings, a bluish grey Heron, a 
bird the natives call Jaca, about the size of a Turkey, with 
two sharp spurs on each wing ; and occasionally I think I saw 
in Cordova a small black Vulture, which I afterwards saw 
often in the Banda Oriental, and which the natives call 
“Cuervo.” Of course Caranchos, Chimangos, and Teroteros 
or Spur-winged Plover swarmed everywhere. The egg of the 
latter is very like that of the Pewit. 

Snipes I don’t think I ever saw in Cordova; but I shot two 
or three in Entre Rios, and my companion said he once had 
a decent morning’s shooting at them. The Widow bird and 
little “ Sangre Pura” were very common about the Gato, and 
of course a great variety of other small birds ; but I only at- 
tempted to collect the Hawks, Owls, Woodpeckers, and King- 
fishers; and I think I must have got nearly all there were to 
be found in that part. 


XVITI.—Descriptions of six new Species of West-African 
Birds. By Captain G. E. SHELLEY. 

l]. SCOPS ICTERORHYNCHUS, sp. nov. 

Above tawny-brown, finely pencilled with dark brown; a 
few of the feathers of the forehead are nearly white, with black 
shafts; those of the crown are palest towards their centres, 
especially the ones forming the ear-tufts; and all are trian- 
gularly barred with narrow wavy streaks of dark brown; the 
feathers of the face above the eycs are buff, their ends narrowly 
edged with dark brown; those in front of the eyes have a 
rather more rufous tinge; and those on the cheeks and ear- 
coverts are similar in colour to the crown, but of a looser tex- 
ture; the frill of feathers round the face, towards the chin, 
is buff, with black ends fading into brown at their extremities. 
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The feathers of the back are partially barred with arrow- 
headed spots narrowly edged with dark brown. Tail tawny- 
brown, partially barred towards the centre of the feathers with 
a shade of paler brown, these bars imperfectly edged with 
black. Wings similar in colour to the back; a few feathers 
on the shoulders (smaller scapulars) have their outer webs 
buffy white, with two or three distinct black bars; and one 
or two of the middle scapulars are similarly marked ; the pri- 
maries have on their outer webs five or six broad creamy white 
bars, most perfect on the outer primaries; the inner web of 
the primaries and both webs of the secondaries are barred 
with blackish brown, the intermediate tawny bars fading into 
white towards the basal portion of the mner webs, more es- 
pecially of the secondaries. The lesser coverts are similar to 
the back, but a shade darker; the primary coverts are barred 
with brownish black and buffy white, and a few of the larger 
coverts have a broad white bar on their outer webs. The 
throat and under surface of the body are brownish buff, the 
feathers similarly marked to those of the back, with the white 
and dark brown more distinct on the chest. Tarsi buff nar- 
rowly barred with brown; claws yellow, shaded with black 
towards their tips. Beak yellow. 

Entire length 7:5, culmen 1:00; wing, carpus to tip, 5°25 ; 
tail 3°20, tarsus 0°85. 

Hab. Fantee: collected by Governor Ussher. 


2. DryoDROMAS NIGRICEPS, Sp. nov. 


Entire upper part of the head, lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts 
black, washed with slaty grey. Back and lesser wing-coverts 
yellow; upper tail-coverts slaty grey. Wings black, with a 
narrow grey edging to a portion of the greater primaries ; 
outer web of the scapulars and secondaries edged with yellow. 
Tail slaty black with obsolete bars, and all the feathers broadly 
tipped with white, which colour runs some way down the ex- 
terior web of the outer one. Chin, throat, and underparts 
white, washed with yellow on the sides of the breast and flanks. 
Beak black; tarsi and feet brownish flesh-colour. Irides 
hazel. 


hee 
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Entire length 3'4, culmen 0°45; wing, carpus to tip, 1°80; 
tail 1°55, tarsus 0°65. 

Hab. Abouri in Aguapim. 

The description is taken from a single specimen, which I 
shot on the 22nd of February 1872, in the thick foliage of a 
large tree ; it was active in its habits, which resemble those 
of the Willow Warbler. 


3. BRADYORNIS MODESTA, Sp. NOV. 

Entire upper parts uniform hair-brown. Wings and tail 
brown, with narrow pale edgings to the feathers; inner web 
of the quills partially edged with rufous buff. A patch in 
front of the eyes nearly white; sides of the head and neck 
pale hair-brown. Underparts white shaded with hair-brown 
on the breast; flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts shaded 
with more rufous brown; under wing-coverts and edges of 
the interior web of the quills rufous buff. Beak brown, paler 
towards the base of the lower mandible ; tarsi and feet brown ; 
irides brown. 

Entirel eneth 6°2, culmen 0°55 ; wing, carpus to tip, 3°3; 
tail 3, tarsus 0.85. 

Hab. Abokobi. 

The description is taken from a single specimen shot by 
myself on the 26th of February 1872, in a clearing in the 
middle of thick underwood, where it was perched on a bare 
twig, like a common Flycatcher. | 


4, HyPHANTORNIS SUPERCILIOSUS, Sp. NOV. 

a. Breeding-plumage.—Centre of the forehead and crown 
black, the feathers towards the nape being edged with olive- 
yellow; a broad yellow eyebrow commences at the nostril, 
where it is shaded with umber-brown and extends behind the 
ear-coverts ; cheeks, portion of the ecar-coverts, chin, and 
upper part of the throat black. Nape and back yellowish 
olive, with brown centres to the feathers, shading into hair- 
brown on the rump and upper tail-coverts. Wings and tail 
brown, the feathers narrowly edged with brownish buff. 
Under surface of the body golden-yellow, with a deeper shade 
towards the throat, and shading into brownish buff on the 


Species of West-African Birds. 141 


abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts ; outside of the thighs 
shaded with darker brown; under wing-coverts brownish 
buff. Beak black, shaded with horn-colour on the mandible ; 
tarsi, feet, and claws pale brown. 

Entire length 4°9, culmen 0°6; wing, carpus to tip 2°5 ; 
tail 1:8, tarsus 0°75. 

b. Winter plunage.—Ceutre of the forehead and crown black 
shading into brown on the nape; a broad brownish buff eyebrow 
commencing at the nostril, where it is shaded with rufous ; 
feathers in front of the eye, upper part of the ear-coverts, and 
a few feathers on the chin black. Back and upper tail-coverts 
brown, with pale edges to the feathers. Wings and tail dark 
brown, feathers narrowly edged with brownish buff. Under- 
parts brownish buff, fading almost into white on the centre 
of the abdomen and shaded with rufous on the throat, sides 
of the head, flanks, and thighs ; a few of the feathers tinged 
with yellow, showing the coming breeding-phunage ; under 
wing-coverts rufous-buff. Beak horn-colour ; lower mandible 
shaded with buff, and with a large buff patch towards the gape. 
Tarsi, feet, and claws flesh-brown. 

Specimen a is probably in nearly full breeding-plumage, 
the brownish buff of the thighs and under tail-coverts being 
possibly the remains of the winter dress. This specimen is 
in Mr. R. B. Sharpe’s collection, and was given him by Mr. 
W. Wilson Saunders. b comes from Accra, where it was 
shot in the beginning of March 1872, and is now in my own 
collection. 


5. LAGONOSTICTA POLIONOTA, Sp. Nov. 

Very nearly allied to L. rubricata of South Africa. 

Centre of the forehead, crown, and nape slate-colour faintly 
tinged with ruby-red; sides of the forchead and head ruby- 
red, the basal portion of the ear-coverts slaty grey. Back 
and wings slaty brown ; upper tail-coverts bright ruby-red ; 
tail black, the basal half of the ontcr webs of the feathers 
washed with ruby-red. Chin, throat, and underparts ruby- 
red, with the centre of the abdomen, thighs, and under tail- 
coverts black washed with slate-grey towards the chest; a few 
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white specks on the sides of the chest. Beak slaty grey ; tarsi, 
feet, and claws slaty brown, irides dark brown. 

Entire length 3°70, culmen 0°45 ; wing, carpus to tip, 2°00; 
tail 1:50, tarsus 0°50. 

An immature specimen has the nape, back, and wings washed 
with yellowish brown, no white specks on the sides of the 
chest; lower parts of the chest and abdomen yellowish-brown 
sparingly mottled with ruby-red. 

The descriptions are taken from three specimens collected 
by myself at Cape-Coast Castle on the 6th of March. 

This species is nearly as abundant as L. rufopicta, which 
it resembles in its habits, being met with in small flocks at 
the edge of thick brushwood, and often feeding on the paths, 
especially the wider ones, or in the clearings. 


6. CALANDRELLA BUCKLEYI, Sp. NOV. 


Forehead, crown, qnd back of the neck rufous brown, each 
feather with a central stripe of brownish black; back and 
scapulars dark brown, with paler edges to the feathers; rump 
nearly uniform brown, shading into rufous on the upper tail- 
coverts, the two centre ones of which are elongated and have 
a brownish black stripe down their centres. The tail has the 
two centre feathers rufous, with a nearly black stripe down 
their centres, of varymg thickness; outer feather and outer 
web of the next one rufous buff, the former having the inner 
web partially edged with brownish black ; remainder of the tail 
brownish black. Wings brown, the feathers edged with buff ; 
most of the wing-coverts shading into brownish black towards 
their extremities, which have a partial bar of rufous with a 
broad buffy white edging. Sides of the head mottled with 
dark brown, border of the ear-coverts uniform buff. Under- 
parts buff, palest on the chin, throat, and centre of the abdo- 
domen, and shaded with yellowish rufous on the front of 
the chest, flanks, and tail-coverts ; the feathers on the front 
of the chest have a more or less perfect brown spot at their 
ends. Beak brownish flesh-colour, shading into dark brown 
towards the culmen and end of the lower mandible ; tarsi, 
fee, and claws flesh-colour ; irides brown. 
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Entire length 5.00, culmen 0°50; wing, carpus to tip, 2°80; 
tail 2:00, tarsus 0°85, hind toe 0°25. 

Hab. Accra. 

The description is taken from three specimens shot close to 
Accra by Mr. T. E. Buckley and myself. In this part of the 
country it is by no means uncommon. We always met with 
it singly or in pairs on the sandy plain, which is much inter- 
spersed with bushes; it was never observed to mount in the 
air, but flew rather in a Pipit-like manner for ashort distance 
when disturbed. A fourth specimen, in Mr. Sharpe’s collec- 
tion, was killed at Accra in May. 


XIX.—Notes on the Ornithology of Sardinia. 
By A. B. Brooks, F.Z.8. 


Havine paid four visits to the Island of Sardima, during 
which I devoted much attention to its ornithology, I am in 
hopes the following remarks, based almost entirely upon per- 
sonal observation, may prove of some interest. My visits, 
which extended over the greater part of the months March. 
April, May, June, November, and December, of the years 
1869, 1871, and 1872, were exclusively confined to the south- 
west corner of Sardinia, which contains an area of about one 
sixth of the whole island, and is isolated from the remaining 
portion by the large flat plain which runs in a north-westerly 
direction from Cagliari to Oristano, a distance of nearly 
seventy miles. This plain, which has an average breadth of 
from seven to ten miles, remaining, as it does, in a great 
degree uncultivated, owing to its excessive unhealthiness, forms 
a marked feature in the physical geography of the island, with 
which are connected, as can be easily imagined, many zoolo- 
gical facts of considerable interest. In the uncultivated parts 
it is covered with a dense undergrowth, four or five feet in 
height, composed principally of cistus, myrtle, privet, heather, 
and lentiscus. In this sea of cover are found the haunts of 
very many of the smaller Warblers, the harsh grating call- 
notes of Melizophilus sardus, Curruca melanocephala, and 
Sylvia conspicillata becoming in early summer mornings, if 


